Before You Leave

Sign up for housing now!

Go to your current base housing office once you receive orders and let them know you are PCSing to Rhein-Main AB in Germany. They will assist you in faxing your orders and a DD Form 1746, Application for Assignment to Housing, so you may be placed on the waiting list for housing. For those desiring to live on the economy, you will need to decline on-base housing first, the housing office will help you find a suitable house in one of several towns nearby. After you arrive, your sponsor will bring you to the housing office to register and start process of locating appropriate housing. 

Household goods

Personnel with full Joint Federal Travel Regulation (JFTR) weight allowance receive government furniture support on a loaner basis for up to 90 days. You will provide with sufficient furniture items to allow you to move into your quarters until your household goods arrive. The loaner kit consists of living room, dining room, bedroom furniture and a microwave. FMO also provides some appliances, lamps and, for those living off base, wardrobes, microwaves, washers and dryers , for your entire tour. Your current base housing office can provide you with JFTR information. 

German Voltage 

You will be able to use many of your small electric appliances but they will require a transformer that can withstand the wattage of your system. DO NOT bring major appliances such as stoves, refrigerators, microwaves, washers and dryers as our Furnishings Management Office issues them in the 220V/50 cycles. Once you moved into your on or off base housing, the Furnishings Management Office (FMO) will issue you 3000 watts worth of transformers. They range in size depending on your needs, from 75W, 300W, 750W, 1.500W, 2.000W etc. Bringing microwaves or other appliances that use timers is not recommended. American microwaves operate at a 110/120V, 60 cycle. Transformers change only voltage from 220 volts to 120 volts but do not change the 50-cycle frequency. This ultimately affects appliance timing functions for all appliances that were built to operate only on 120V, 60 cycle circuits (i.e. clocks will not keep correct time that were built for 60 cycle frequency). In addition, small appliances that use heating elements such as hair dryers, curling irons, clothes irons, waffle makers, etc. require large transformers to operate unless they are dual voltage. Usually it is best to purchase used or new 220 volt small appliances that work without the use of transformers. The use of transformers will result in high electric bills for off-base housing. 

Lamps

You can use your lamps, as long as you have an adapter to fit the 110v plug into the 220V socket. They are inexpensive and available for purchase at the Base Exchange (BX) or can sometimes be found at the Thrift Shop. Adapters are not the same as transformers. Transformers actually change the voltage that powers the electrical item; adapters only adapt the plug to fit the socket. Also, you will have to use the correct wattage German light bulb. German light bulbs can be purchased either at the BX or on the economy. 

Telephone Equipment 

Your stateside telephone and answering machine may only be used in Germany if they meet certain conditions. An adapter will be needed for stateside telephones and answering machines and can be purchased at the Base Exchange (BX). The German telephone company will lease German telephones and answering machines, or you can buy them from the German telephone company or in stores on the local economy. German telephones don’t require the purchase of an adapter. Currently, long distance rates to the US are quite economical. 

Computers

Computers purchased in the USA are usually multi-voltage. You can switch from 120 to 220 volts for use here in Germany. Computers may also be used with transformers. Internet service can be obtained from various companies or hourly usage can be purchased at the AAFES customer service center.

Televisions 

Your American television will run off a transformer, but you will not be able to receive any German channels. You will be able to pick up the Armed Forces station (AFN) with your American TV if you live on base or are within their broadcast radius; otherwise your American TV is only good for watching movies through a VCR or DVD player. There are video rental stores available on base. If you want to be able to watch more than one channel, you will have to purchase a dual-voltage multi-system TV over here, but you may or may not be able to get any English speaking stations depending on cable and/or satellite availability in your area. If you live on Rhein-Main AB, you can purchase cable service (approximately $ 20.00 a month). The Base Exchange offers an AFN satellite decoder system that may be installed in off-base housing. You will need to get your landlord’s approval. 

Waterbeds

Waterbeds are not permitted in military family housing. However, if you live off base, your landlord may or may not allow waterbeds. 
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